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In June 2022, the City Council approved funding for the development of a new Comprehensive Land Use
Plan for the City of Trinity that is now known as Vision Trinity. The City Council and Staff sought to make

this a citizen -driven process that would be a g  uidebook for the growth and development of Trinity over

the next 20 years. The City decid ed to hire a consulting firm to guide the City through the development

of this plan.

In August 2022, the City Council approved and awarded this project to the plannin g team of S&ME (now
known as Inspire Placemaking Collective) to guide the development of a Comprehensive Plan. They
developed a website that would be interactive for all residents to participate in and provide comments

that we were able to collect and inp ut into the Plan . The City Council selected a group of residents that
were both long -time residents and residents who have only lived in the City for less than five years to serve

on the Steering Committee. In addition, there was a Stakeholders Committee that was comprised of
various members of our business community, developers, realtors, st ate, and local representatives. This
collective input has provided us with a true for how Trinty will grow in the future.

I would like to thank Trinity residentJona t han Or |l of sky of Orl oskyds House of
directing the introductory vi  deo for the Comprehensive Plan that features the City Manager and myself.

The video paints a great picture of all the positive things that we like about Trinity and how we will see it

in the future. In addition, Mr. Orlofsky took all the professional pho tography that is included in the plan. |

want to thank the countless number of Trinity residents who participated in the steering committee

meetings, stakeholders me eting, open house and the Trinity High School students who are the future of

our City.

I would like to thank Sarah Sinatra & Gould and her team with Inspire Placemaking Collective for working
with the City Staff to develop a Comprehensive Plan that we can all be proud of. This has been a joint
effort by our City Staff with the assistance of St ate Code Enforcement, Inc. Finally, | would like to thank
the City Council for their vision and input. Therefore, it is my pleasure to present to you the new Vision
Trinity Comprehensive Land Use Plan.

Sincerely,

Richard McNabb, Mayor

City of Trinity
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INTRODUCTION TO THE PLAN

PURPOSE

The purpose of the Comprehensive Land Use Plan is to serve as the foundation of the City of
Tr i ni t ytedns plahnimg grategy, the framewor  k for zoning regulations, a guide to local

government decisions, and a resource for developers and property owner s. The Comprehensive

Pl an illustrates Trinityods vision for the Cityds ne
contributors, in cluding Trinity government staff, a steering committee, a technical stakehol der ¢
group , and the CitVhé Comprehensivk e’lan should be reviewed annually to
determine if the Plands policies are steeranagl deci

reflect the communityds needs and desires.
This Comprehensive Land Use Plan is organized into  ten chap ters.

1 The first chapter is the Community Profile and includes the project background, the
history of the City, and demographics of City reside nts.

1 The second chapter is Future Land Use which provides current and future land use data,
population projections, and a discussion of the future land use categories

1 The third chapter is Public Services which provides data and analysis as it relates to
infrastructure and services provided in the City.

I The fourth chapter is Transportation and analyzes th e transportation network and
infrastructure in and around the City.

1 The fifth chapter is Economic Development which discusses employment, income, and
regi onal i mpacts to the Cityds residents.

1 The sixth chapter is Housing which discusses the inventory of housing within the City and
its affordability.

1 The seventh chapterisc onservation and provides information regarding the environment
in and around the  City.

I The eighth chapter is Recreation and Open Space and discusses park infrastructure in

the City.
1 Chapter 9 has the Goals and Policies for the Comprehensive Land Use Plan.
1 The final chapter is the Appendix which provides information summarizing previ ous

planning documents and public engagement throughout this plan update.

PROJECT BACKGROUND

The City o f Trinity retained Inspire Placemaking Collective (formerly the planning team of  S&ME,

Inc.) to prepare a Comprehensive Land Use Plan to replace their e xisting Land Development
Plan. Shifts in the economic conditions and the pressures of development within and around
Trinity necessitated the preparation of a comprehensive planning document with up -to-date

data and projections.



Left Blank on Purpose






HISTORY OF TRINITY

Theaspects of a cityds oYesterdaydé form an integral

description of a city that includes past events, settlement patterns, and leadership decisions
helpstocreatea more accurate picture and understanding of a city a s it evolves. Itis especially
important to remember the history of a place that is evolving and growing as quickly as the City
of Trinity.

Trinty 6 s ear |l i est documented i nhabiiveAmeticans waongwith thee
Eno and Saura Native A merican tribes. European settlers arrived in the area shortly before the
1776 signing of the United States Declaration of Independence.

One of the most significant components of t he historical character  of Trinity was molded by a
focus on formal educatio  n and religion . The presence of a majority of Methodist settlers, as well
as a Quaker minority, dictated much of how the area now known as the City of Trinity
developed. A focus on formal classroom educat ion would lead to the foundation of Trinity

Keya

College, present day Duke University. Tri nity Coll egeds early roots re

which opened in the early 1830s. Through a partnership between the Methodists and the
Quakersinthe area ,Br o w Bahiawlhouse became Union Institut e in 1839.1,2. The administrative
president was Braxton Craven, a Methodist minister and respected educator. He would lead
the school through its transition from Union Institute to Normal College in 1851 and finally  Trinity
College in 1859. Trinity College was chartered by the state of North Carolina and was North

Carolinads first state accredited Met hodi st teacher

needed to be moved to an urban setting. There was a competition among piedmont cities to

acquire Trinity college resulting in Trinity
College moving to Durham in 1892 and
ultimately becoming Duke University in
1924. Braxton Craven died in 1882 and is
buried in the historic community cemetery
located off NC Highway 62

The Trinity College Bell, cast in 1876, at the si te of the
original Trinity Colleg e

The presence of a college community
attracted business activity within Trinity
and surrounding areas, including milling,
retail, furniture making, and medicine. The

communi ty also enjoyed a network of
railroads and stagecoach routes that tied it to other communities. The township of Trinity College
was created when it received a charter from the North Carolina General

Assembly in 1869 and a governing board was first elected in 1872. The muni cipal charter elapsed

in 1924. Despite the variety of new and growing enterprises in the region attracted to servicing

the Trinity College community, most of the Ci t wyedéidents worked in farming. Farms primarily
produced food crops, wit  h only 10% of agri cultural wealth coming from cotton or tobacco. With

1 https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/uarchives/history/articles/narrative -history
2 https:/ /archives.lib.duke.edu/catalog/uatrinityrc




